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Who we are 
 

Bankwatch Romania was set up in 2012, 

with the goal of monitoring large 

infrastructure projects which financed by 

International Financial Institutions, 

especially in the energy sector, in order to 

prevent harmful environmental and social 

impacts. We have been campaigning 

successfully against the construction of 

new coal capacities (2 cancelled - Galati 

and Braila), against a EUR 200 million 

loan for modernisations at Turceni power 

plant unit 6 (cancelled in 2015) and 

against lignite mines expanding, in a blend 

of legal and economic approaches.  

 

Our strategy includes informing and 

empowering local communities in the 

lignite region in Romania, litigation in 

national courts and at the EU level and 

media outreach on national and EU-level.  

 

Since 2015, we have also been working on 

international development finance from 

an environmental perspective, monitoring 

IFIs and Romanian Exim Bank’s loans in 

energy projects in priority countries such 

as Ukraine, Georgia or Molvova. 

 

The members of the board are Ionuț 

Apostol (Greenpeace Romania), Cătălina 

Rădulescu (lawyer), Crisanta Lungu 

(Greenpeace Romania), Ioana Ciută (CEE 

Bankwatch Network) and CEE Bankwath 

Network (www.bankwatch.org). 

 

 

Our Team 
 

Ioana Ciută, president,  

#CoalInTheBalkans, 

#EnergyCommunityTreaty,  

ioana.ciuta@bankwatch.org 

www.bankwatch.org  

 @unaltuser 

 

Alexandru Mustață, energy campaigner, 

#CoalInRomania, #LigniteMining,  

#JustTransition, 

alexandru.mustata@bankwatch.org 

www.faracarbune.ro  

@AlexandruBW 

 

Cătălina Rădulescu, lawyer, #EIA, 

#deforestation, #IndustrialPollution, 

catalina.radulescu@gmail.com 

www.faracarbune.ro  

 

Ana-Maria Seman, development finance 

camapigner, #ZombieReactors, #Ukraine, 

#EIB 

anamaria.seman@bankwatch.org  

@anna_seman 

 

Gabriela Stătescu, office administration, 

financial & legal assistence,  

gabriela.statescu@bankwatch.org  
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Coal in Romania 



  

Runcurel expropriations 
Context. All the big open-cast lignite mines 

in Gorj would require expansion in order 

to continue production at the same levels 

during the following years. The company 

operating them and four power plants, 

which on average deliver 80% of coal-

based electricity or 20%-25% of the total 

consumption, is Oltenia Energy Complex 

(OEC). It plans to maintain these levels, 

despite the fact that Romania today has 

more energy sources, being less 

dependent on coal than ever. For various 

reasons, OEC has failed to acquire from 

the villagers the land it requires for these 

expansions. As it is a state-owned 

company, it has requested the 

Government to pass a Decision (GD) 

making the project of public interest, thus 

justifying non-negotiable expropriations. 

Before Christmas 2015, GD 960 was 

published, and 134 families are to be 

expropriated for EUR 1/sqm, regardless of 

what is on the land they own. 

Activity in 2016. The campaign for saving 

Runcurel, initiated together with 

Greenpeace Romania, began upon the 

local community’s request for our help. 

Simultaneously, we launched an online 

petition against the GD (signed by over 

5000 people), sent a letter to the Prime 

Minister, together with dozens of locals, 

asking him to revoke it, and we requested 

in court that the GD is annulled. After 

seven ignored requests for a meeting with  

 

 

 

the Energy Ministry, the Ministry for 

Public Consultation mediated one at 

which both Ministers were present. 

Important national and international 

publications (Reuters, The New York 

Times), as well as mainstream TV stations, 

reported on the case. 

Impact/results. An entire new section was 

created on the Energy Ministry’s website, 

called “the Runcurel file”, in which 

important information on the project was 

published. The most important: OEC will 

allocate an amount six times higher than 

the one which comes from the 

Government for the houses and properties 

of the villagers being expropriated. 

Although it has been more than one year 

since the GD was passed, no resident has 

left their home. Some have signed an 

expropriation agreement and the mine has 

swallowed some lands and forests, but 

extraction has stopped repeatedly as not 

all residents have the relevant documents. 

The lawsuit against the Romanian 

Government in this case is ongoing. 

Together with Greenpeace CEE Romania 

we asked the court for the annulment of 

the expropriation decision on several 

grounds.  

  



  

 

OEC Corruption Report 
Context. Former Prime Minister Victor 

Ponta’s and Social Democrat Party senior 

Dan Șova’s involvement in a corruption 

case regarding the Oltenia Energy 

Complex (OEC) in 2011 appeared on the 

public agenda at the end of 2015, when 

they were prosecuted. The attention given 

to the ongoing lawsuit represents an 

opportunity to discuss the long history of 

corruption at OEC. As such, we have 

produced a report showing how this 

became an institutionalised practice in the 

company. 

 

Impact/results. The report was launched at 

an event for the press in Bucharest, at 

which Energy and Justice secretaries of 

state, Public Consultation Ministry 

counsellor and an NGO expert on energy 

and corruption spoke. The event was 

reflected in the evening news on two TV 

stations and several other newspapers 

and online publications. It was followed by 

a workshop for civil society organisations, 

in which methods for tackling state 

capture were discussed. As Gorj County’s 

economy is dependent on the activity of 

the Energy Complex, the corrupt state 

giant’s capacity to impact society will be 

diminished only if a just transition to 

better alternatives takes place. 

 

Decoupling energy 

consumption from GDP 

growth - Report 
Context. A frequently heard argument for 

investments in the energy sector is the 

claim that growing consumption in this 

sector means that the economy will 

perform better. In the context of the 

National Energy Strategy being drafted by 

the Government, Bankwatch Romania has 

commissioned a report to debunk this 

myth. We have thus discovered that in 

Romania, the European Union on average 

and many member states (such as France, 

Germany, the UK or Spain), energy 

consumption has decreased since 2000, 

while GDP has grown. The same is true for 

the rapport between emissions and GDP, 

proving that economies can thrive while 

undergoing decarbonisation. The report 

contained an analysis of the documents 

related to the Energy Strategy and a 

chapter of recommendations for 

supporting this process through energy 

efficiency and measures beneficial for the 

economy. 
 

Impact/results. The report was launched 

during the consultation period for the new 

Energy Strategy, in which Bankwatch 

Romania participated. We have used the 

arguments in order to request a more 

realistic energy policy, while the 

electricity market regulator anticipated a 

doubling of consumption in the near 

future.  



  

 

Noise at Rovinari Power Plant 
Context. The villages of Roșia and Rogojel 

are surrounded by the Rovinari power 

plant, Pinoasa, Roșia and Tismana mines, 

and by coal deposits. Lignite is delivered 

to the thermal units from the extraction  

and storage points on conveyor belts 

which cross the villages uncovered. In 

some cases, they were built 15 meters 

from inhabited houses; some of the locals 

still live with the dusty conveyors 150 

meters from their homes. Some villagers 

have the power plant or the coal deposits 

as neighbours. 
 

Activity. The locals have a long history of 

complaining to several state institutions 

regarding the illegal OEC activity affecting 

their health and daily life. Endless 

lawsuits, inspections by health and 

environment authorities and local media  

 

 

 

 

 

 

attention brought no change. Planning to 

take this to a national level, Bankwatch 

Romania has intervened in two ways: first, 

we spent a week with the residents of the 

two villages and produced a short film 

documenting daily life surrounded by 

noise and dust. Afterwards, we 

commissioned an accredited company to  

perform noise measurements. The results 

show that in all cases the legal limits are 

breached: the power plant functioning 24 

hours a day and the conveyor belts which 

stop late at night all breach national 

legislation. 
 

Impact/results. The film was published on 

Facebook and was viewed 3000 times in 

the first few days. It was also published 

with English subtitles and promoted in an 

article on a TV station’s website, leading to 

an additional 15 000 views. We will use 

the noise measurements indicating a 

breach of the law for a complaint to the 

relevant authorities. 



  

 

Expansion of lignite mines 
Context:  The extension of the lignite mines 

started in 2011 without an EIA procedure 

being carried out. As a result of our 

sustained campaign since 2012, the 

Government was forced to conduct EIA 

procedures for 11 mines and issue 

environmental permits. During the EIA 

procedure we were actively involved in 

monitoring the processes and 

participating in the consultation 

procedure. The results of the activity 

convinced us that more work needs to be 

done with respect to EIA permit scrutiny. 

Activity  

We filed 8 administrative complaints 

against 8 mines being extended.  

According to the national legislation we 

have also filed 8 injunctive relief cases 

against the new released EIA permits. 

We filed a complaint to the Aarhus 

Compliance Committee against the EIA 

procedures conducted for the extension of 

the lignite mines as a result of the 

monitoring activity that shows multiple 

faults of the procedure consisting in 

violations of the Aarhus Convention art 6. 

We filed a complaint to European 

Commission regarding the violation of the 

EIA Directive. 

 

We continued the cases previously started 

in court against the extension of the mines 

without undergoing an EIA procedure. In 

2016 we won five cases in the highest 

court against several environmental 

permits issued for deforestation of the 

land needed for the extension of lignite  

mines.  These activities gained 

considerable media coverage on the 

national and regional media and the topic 

was also part of a journalist investigation. 

 

Turceni Coal Power Plant 
A complaint to European Commission was 

sent regarding the illegal functioning of 

the Unit 7 of the Turceni Coal Power Plant. 

The Romanian Government aims to 

change the structure of the joint large 

combustion unit no 3 (which has two units 

emitting through the same stack,) 

replacing non-functional Unit 6 with Unit 

7. All the technical details need were 

passed without EIA permit, the authorities 

considering that such procedure have no 

environmental impact. Unit 7, a unit that 

has exhausted all functioning hours 

awarded through IPPC implementation 

legislation, and still has no IED permit 

legally issued. As a result of the EC 

complaint, the Government was forced to 

start the procedure to modify the IED 

permit for the Turceni PP to include Unit 7 

as part of LCU 3.  

 
  



  

 

International Development Cooperation 
 

  



  

Bankwatch Romania follows public 

finance projects in priority countries for 

the Romanian international development 

cooperation policy, especially those in the 

energy sector, with the purpose of 

mitigating their social and environmental 

impact. Bankwatch Romania also follows 

the policies of international financial 

institutions active in these regions, 

especially the European Investment Bank 

and the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development, and 

works to improve them. 

  

At the national level, the organization 

holds awareness raising events on 

development finance mechanisms with 

examples from ongoing campaign outside 

of Romania. At the same time, Bankwatch 

Romanian follows the transparency 

procedures and the activity of the 

Romanian export credit agency, 

EximBank Romania, and its coherence 

with the Romanian development 

objectives. 

  

Energy transition in Ukraine 
The Ukrainian government is going ahead 

with its program of extending the lifetime 

of 15 nuclear power plants of soviet 

design, program that benefits from the 

financial support of Euratom and the 

EBRD. Until now, 6 nuclear reactors had 

their operating licence renewed by the 

Ukrainian state nuclear regulator with up 

to 20 years beyond their initially designed 

lifetime, from which two were extended 

in 2016 (Zaporizhia unit 1 and 2). 

Bankwatch Romania works closely with 

partners in Ukraine to demand that 

international treaties are respected by the 

Ukrainian government and that 

transboundary consultations are 

launched according to the Espoo 

convention. 

  

Activities in 2016 

Advocacy towards the Romanian 

government aimed at putting pressure on 

the Ukrainian government: In 2016, 

Bankwatch Romania continued its 

exchange of information with the Ministry 

of Environment and the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs on new developments 

taking place in Ukraine, communication 

that resulted in the Romanian 

government re-iterating its position in 

favour of transboundary consultations on 

Ukraine’s lifetime extension program and 

demanding that these take place. 

 

Advocacy towards the Espoo 

Implementation Committee: In 2016 

meetings and discussions with the 

members of the committee took place 

aimed at keeping the Espoo IC informed 

on Ukraine’s continuous incompliance 

with the Espoo decision on Rivne 

reactors. The advocacy work was 

strengthened by a legal analysis 

conducted by Bankwatch on the 

applicability of the Espoo Rivne decision 

to other nuclear reactors in Ukraine. As a 

result, in November 2016 the Espoo IC 

announced the opening of new 

information gathering cases on four 

nuclear reactors from Ukraine. 



  

 

A number of public events took place as 

part of the commemoration of 30 years 

since the Chernobyl disaster including 

two public debates in Bucharest as well as 

radio and TV appearances. 

 

Together with Ukrainian partners 

meetings were held with German and 

Austrian ministries of environment in 

order to push for a progressive position of 

EU member states over Ukraine’s nuclear 

program. In the same time, 

communication was established with 15 

anti-nuclear organizations in Europe. 

 

Eximbank Romania 
The Import-Export Bank of Romania, 

EximBank Romania, allocated export 

credits and loan guarantees in the name 

of the state with the purpose of 

supporting the economic activity of 

Romanian companies. Having as the main 

shareholder the Ministry of Public 

Finance, EximBank Romania has to 

comply with transparency and public 

participation standards as well as 

environmental protection requirements. 

Activities in 2016: 

 Research on the portfolio of 

projects of EximBank and on the 

policies of the institution 

including: 4 requests for 

information filled to the Ministry 

of Public Finance requesting 

information on environmentally 

harmful projects, transparency 

procedures as well as specific 

information on EximBank’s 

supported projects in Egypt. 

 One court case opened against the 

Ministry of Finance over access to 

information. 

 Internal briefing on transparency 

procedures of EximBank Romania. 

The briefing will be launched in 

early 2017 and is aimed at raising 

awareness on the institution and 

advocating for better standards. 

 

Bankwatch Romania is also working with 

Finance and Trade Watch from Austria on 

a cross-country report looking at 

transparency of export credit agencies in 

central-eastern Europe, that will be ready 

in 2017. 

 

IFI Policy Advocacy 
Bankwatch Romania contributes to the 

several review processes of policies and 

strategies of International Financial 

Institutions with the aim of demanding 

better alignment with the commitments 

of the Paris agreement as well as human 

rights, especially when operating in 

developing countries. 

Activities in 2016 

 Contributing to Report on the 

European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development at 25: Lost in 

transition 

 Contributing to Report on the 

European Investment Bank’s 

External Lending Mandate: Going 

Abroad    

http://bankwatch.org/sites/default/files/lost-in-transition.pdf
http://bankwatch.org/sites/default/files/lost-in-transition.pdf
http://bankwatch.org/sites/default/files/going-abroad-EIB.pdf
http://bankwatch.org/sites/default/files/going-abroad-EIB.pdf
http://bankwatch.org/sites/default/files/going-abroad-EIB.pdf


  

 

Development Education 
The Romanian government is active in supporting development projects abroad, especially 

in the eastern neighbourhood including Moldova, Ukraine and Georgia as priority 

countries. These projects are financially supported through the official development 

assistance (ODA) mechanism of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Even so, there are a number 

of financial mechanisms and instruments at the EU level and of multilateral development 

banks that have budget contributions from the Romanian government but their activity is 

unknown to the Romanian public. 

Activities in 2016: 

 Participating in the Romanian Development Camp and launching CEE Bankwatch 

Network’s web-documentary A good Life. The event was aimed at increasing the 

awareness of the Romanian development community on the role of IFI though a 

concrete case study presented in the web-documentary. The event also promoted 

the use of interactive communication methods as the web-documentary was 

presented on an interactive screen. 

 University seminars (Cluj-Napoca and Iași) on the role of multilateral development 

banks in financing the post 2030 agenda. 

 Disseminating materials (Bankwatch Reports and campaign updates) to line 

ministries in Romania. 

 

  



  

 

 

2016 budget 
 

€108,748. 00               

 

Sources of funds:  

European Climate Foundation, via CEE Bankwatch Network (subgrant);  

European Commission - DG DEVCO – EuropeAid via CEE Bankwatch Network (subgrant); 

WWF Romania (services contract); 

European Commission – DG Environment – Life + via Justice & Environment Network 

(subgrant); 

Open Society Insitute via CounterBalance (subgrant)
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